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Water-Energy-Food Nexus Platform: 

Achieving the Water, Energy & Food SDGs

This event focuses on how implementation of the Water Goal (SDG 6) impacts and is impacted 

by the food and energy goals. Moving Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) into the 

implementation phase requires extensive effort using holistic, multidisciplinary approaches for 

which the water–energy–food Nexus thinking can be a useful platform. While we work toward 

achieving all 17 goals, we must also understand the level of interconnectedness and the 

potential competition between them. For example, during the implementation phase, how do 

we achieve the water goal without sacrificing the food security goal, given that food security 

is inherently dependent upon the availability of water? The post 2015 agenda and its 

implementation will have implications for how the nexus platform evolves and is used for 

holistically assessing the implementation and monitoring protocols for the SDGs. These 

approaches need to be complementary to the SDGs, to facilitate science-based decision 

making, monitoring, assessment and cooperation. 2012’s World Water Week focused on “food 

security” and 2014 on “energy security.” This Event complements both, bringing a well suited 

set of organizers, representing a wide range of expertise from academic, public, and private 

sectors with extensive experience in disciplinary and multi-disciplinary fields and extensive nexus 

expertise. 




